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Cognitive Dissonance
I like watching movies. Movies depict real life situations. I have been following up on a movie series that I think resonated with the topic of cognitive dissonance. Ozark is a television series that tells the story of a family that moves from the skyscrapers of Chicago to the boring countryside of Missouri Ozarks. Marty and Wendy Byrde together with their teenage kids, Charlotte and Jonah, are an ordinary family with ordinary lives. Marty Byrde is a top Chicago financial advisor. He is forced to move from Chicago to a resort community in the Ozarks. The reason for moving to the Ozarks is that he engages himself in a money laundering scheme that goes wrong. Therefore, he is forced to move far away from Chicago in order to keep his family safe. 
This movie depicts the case of cognitive dissonance. Marty and his partner Wendy together with their kids live in large city. Chicago is a large city that any family would want to raise their kids because of a myriad of opportunities present in the city. In fact, many Americans today would prefer living in big cities to small towns in the rural areas. The Byrdes loved city life and they couldn’t imagine living anywhere else. But one day Marty comes home from work and tells his family that they have to relocate to Missouri in the Ozarks. He has to move them for their own security. Missouri is miles away from Chicago. The family especially the teenage kids are unhappy about the news of relocating from Chicago. They are reluctant to move because it means leaving behind their friends who they have been together since childhood. Wendy is unhappy to move but her partner Marty is excited for the opportunity to launder money in Missouri and also wants to keep his family safe from the drug dealers. 
Little by little, the Wendy and her teenage kids consider the pros of living in a small town. The kids start to read online the pros of living in a small town. Small towns are safer, they think. They will be away from all the noise in the city, they think. The family thinks the cost of living will be lower. The family might be able to move around the small town without a car. Finally, the teenage kids are convinced that the distance from Chicago to Missouri is not that much and they will be able to visit their friends during the summer holidays. Eventually, they move to Missouri out of love for their family. They don’t want to be separated from their parents who they love.  The thought of moving to Missouri caused unease and tension to the family. The new information of moving to a small town caused discomfort among the family members. But they had to move because of love.      
